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ADVANCING THE BUSINESS
INTERESTS OF OUR MEMBERS

2015 WASHINGTON YEAR IN REVIEW

The MEMA Government Affairs Office in
Washington, D.C. advocates on behalf of AASA,
HDMA, MERA, and OESA members on public
policy issues before the U.S. Congress, the
Administration and its federal regulators, and
state legislatures and officials. 2015 was a busy
and successful year – our activities enhanced
the visibility and influence of MEMA, secured
legislative initiatives, and provided policymakers
and regulators with content and thought
leadership in support of the motor vehicle supplier
industry, MEMA members, and their companies.
Here are a few highlights of the many activities
and accomplishments from 2015 ■

MEMA Government Affairs

January
MEMA sponsored the
Washington Auto Show,
annual SAE Government–
Industry Meeting, and
participated in Public Policy
Day brieﬁngs on Capitol Hill.
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April

February
MEMA and AASA met with
officials from the Government
Accountability Office (GAO)
on their vehicle safety impact
study on state vehicle
inspection programs. This
study was initiated by a
member of Congress on
behalf of MEMA.

January

MEMA submitted comments
to NHTSA’s proposal
encouraging the agency to
add automatic emergency
braking (AEB) systems to
the New Car Assessment
Program (NCAP) as an
enhancement to its list
of recommended safety
technologies. MEMA also
provided technical feedback
on a proposed rule to revise
Child Restraint Anchorage
Systems.

The “Copper-Free Brake
Initiative Memorandum of
Understanding” – a MEMAled effort – was signed by
multiple government and
industry signatories.

May

January
Advocating for a quick
resolution to the work
slowdown at West Coast ports,
MEMA President & CEO
Steve Handschuh appeared
on CNBC to support the port
metric legislation that was
signed into law as part of the
broader transportation bill.

March
The MEMA Legislative
Summit took place in
Washington, D.C., with over
150 industry participants
attending two days of policy
brieﬁngs, and 175 meetings in
congressional offices.

MEMA submitted comments
to the U.S. Copyright Office
(USCO) advocating for
access to vehicle diagnostic
technology for the aftermarket.
Following the comments, new
rules were issued permitting
greater access for the
independent aftermarket to
vehicle technology.
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July

May
MEMA Board members
and member company
executives met with NHTSA
Administrator Mark
Rosekind one-on-one to
discuss NHTSA’s agenda,
vehicle safety and recall
issues, NCAP, and the role
of suppliers and advanced
vehicle technologies.

June
In a move actively supported
by MEMA, NHTSA issued a
ﬁnal rule requiring electronic
stability control (ESC) on
truck tractors and certain
buses on June 23.

The Senate Energy
Committee passed a
comprehensive energy
bill that included most of
the provisions from the
MEMA-supported Vehicle
Innovations Act, recognizing
the important role suppliers
play in developing advanced
technologies.

July

July

June
In a response to a request
for comments on the
“Beyond Compliance
Program,” MEMA urged the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration (FMCSA) to
adopt improvements to heavyduty vehicle and ﬂeet safety
and the existing Compliance
Safety Accountability (CSA)
program; Congress adopted
most of MEMA’s proposals in
the broader transportation bill.
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The U.S. Senate approved
vehicle safety legislation,
including MEMA priorities on
NCAP for light-duty vehicles
– requiring crash avoidance
technologies be included
in NHTSA’s NCAP 5-Star
Rating system – and the
CSA program for commercial
vehicles – providing credits
to ﬂeet operators who install
advanced safety technology in
their ﬂeets.

MEMA joined an industry
coalition urging the Obama
Administration to retain the
existing ozone standard.
August
MEMA testiﬁed at the U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) public hearing
regarding the “Phase
2” Proposed Rules for
Greenhouse Gas Emissions
and Fuel Efficiency Standards
for Medium- and Heavy-Duty
Engines and Vehicles held in
Long Beach, Calif.

August
September

MEMA submitted comments
opposing a proposed rule that
would require the reporting
of chemical substances when
manufactured or processed
as nanoscale materials
and presented a webinar on
Proposition 65, Proposition
65 reform and listing of
ethylene glycol.

MEMA organized a joint letter
rejecting recommendations
from the World Health
Organization (WHO) to place
chemicals BDO and GBL
under a de facto ban. The U.N.
unanimously voted against
WHO’s recommendations.

September
September
An initiative led by MEMA
and MERA, the Federal
Vehicle Repair Cost
Savings Act of 2015 was
signed into law by President
Obama, encouraging the
federal government to use
remanufactured parts in
maintaining some 588,000
vehicles in the federal ﬂeet,
recognizing the quality,
environmental, and cost
savings of remanufactured
parts.

MEMA released a new study
with The Boston Consulting
Group (BCG) on Advanced
Driver Assistance Systems
(ADAS), quantifying the
beneﬁts, market penetration,
and life-saving potential of
advanced vehicle safety
technologies. MEMA senior
executives also briefed House
and Senate members and
shared the report with NHTSA
officials and the Insurance
Institute for Highway Safety
(IIHS).

September
MEMA submitted comments
to the Massachusetts
legislature expressing strong
opposition to a proposed
green chemistry bill, and
comments to California
regarding proposed changes
to Proposition 65.
October
MEMA presented feedback
to the Intellectual Property
Enforcement Coordinators
on the proposed 2016
Joint Strategic Plan on IP
Enforcement.
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TTIP

transatlantic trade and investment partnership

October
MEMA testiﬁed before a
House Energy & Commerce
subcommittee on vehicle
safety issues, advocating
for enhanced NCAP ratings
to include advanced vehicle
technologies detailed in the
ADAS study by MEMA/BCG.

October
MEMA testiﬁed on behalf of
its members and CLEPA at
the 11th negotiating round of
the Transatlantic Trade and
Investment Partnership
(T-TIP).
October

October
MEMA submitted comments to
EPA and NHTSA on the joint
proposed rules for “Phase 2”
Standards for Greenhouse
Gas Emissions and Fuel
Efficiency Standards for
Medium- and Heavy-Duty
Engines and Vehicles. EPA’s
goal is to ﬁnalize the rule in
mid-2016.

MEMA submitted a letter
expressing concern that EPA
is using improper procedure
in attempting to ban the
manufacture and import of
medium and long chain
chlorinated paraffins;
MEMA also joined a coalition
opposing including nickel
on Proposition 65, and
joined a separate coalition in
opposition to revised Lead
Maximum Allowable Daily
Levels (MADLs).

November
MEMA joined a coalition letter
to Congress requesting they
mitigate the impact of the
new ozone standard on the
economy and businesses.
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November
As a result of MEMA’s
advocacy with the U. S.
Trade Representative (USTR),
the ﬁnal Trans Paciﬁc
Partnership (TPP) agreement
was strengthened to the
beneﬁt of MEMA members.

November
MEMA sent a letter to USTR
urging action to stem the
tide of counterfeit motor
vehicle parts, speciﬁcally
citing Alibaba.com and its
family of websites including
TaoBao.com and AliExpress.
com; USTR issued their
annual report on December
17, including a strong warning
to Alibaba regarding the
company’s enforcement
system.
November
MEMA submitted comments
on EPA’s Toxic Substances
Control Act (TSCA) work
plan problem formulation
on ﬂame retardants and
separate comments on the
California Department of
Toxic Substances Control’s
draft Alternative Analysis
Guide for the Safer Consumer
Products Regulation.

December
November
MEMA submitted comments to
a proposed rulemaking, which
would significantly change
NHTSA’s civil penalty
procedures, urging the
agency to reconsider several
aspects of its proposal.

On December 17, the U.S.
Senate passed MEMAsupported legislation updating
Toxic Substances Control
Act (TSCA). Congress is
working to reconcile the
Senate legislation with the
House version (HR 2576
passed in June 2015) before
sending the bill to the
President’s desk for signature.

December
House and Senate conferees
finalized a long-term surface
transportation bill, which
retained the NCAP and CSA
issues to the benefit of MEMA
members. Fixing America’s
Surface Transportation
(FAST) Act overwhelmingly
passed by both the House
and Senate, and was signed
into law by the President.

December
December
MEMA worked with House
and Senate conferees to
approve customs legislation
which contains provisions
to improve the protection of
intellectual property rights
(IPR).

Congress finalized legislation
that provides for a permanent
research and development
(R&D) tax credit, bonus
depreciation, and enhanced
expensing provisions. MEMA
has long advocated for these
changes alongside other
industry groups.
December

There’s much more to
come in 2016....
Are you ready to help MEMA
advance your business interests
in 2016? Join us at this year’s
Legislative Summit, May 17-18 in
Washington D.C., and help to take
our advocacy work to the next level.

NHTSA announced a series
of significant changes to
the NCAP 5-Star Rating
system, including assessment
of crash avoidance and
ADAS technologies. In early
2016, MEMA is responding to
NHTSA’s request for comment
on the proposal.
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For more information, please contact Ann Wilson at Awilson@mema.org

