
 

TIMELINE OF ACTIONS SEC. 232 STEEL AND ALUMINUM 
 

March 8, 2018 Presidential Proclamations:  Aluminum (HTS codes); Steel (HTS codes)  

March 22, 2018 Presidential Proclamations: Suspends tariffs on steel and aluminum imports from 
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, Mexico, the European Union and South Korea until May 1, 2018.  

March 28, 2018 Exemption for South Korea: USTR announces permanent exemption for South Korea 
from steel tariffs, effective May 1. Tariffs are still in effect for aluminum imports 

April 30, 2018 Presidential Proclamations: Extends suspension of tariffs on steel and aluminum imports 
from Canada, Mexico, and the European Union until June 1, 2018.  Australia, Argentina, and Brazil 
reached agreements in principle. 

May 31, 2018 Presidential Proclamations: Imposes a 25 percent tariff on steel (full annex) imports and 
10 percent tariff on aluminum (full annex) imports from Canada, Mexico, and the EU effective June 1, 
2018.  MEMA's statement on the Canada, EU, and Mexican tariffs can be viewed here. 

June 1, 2018: Steel and aluminum imports from all countries are subject to the tariffs, except for 
Argentina, Australia Brazil and South Korea, which have quotas in place. 

Quotas are broken down into calendar quarters. Once a quota is reached no more imports will 
be allowed Options will include warehouse, foreign trade zone, exportation, or destruction. No 
drawback shall be available with respect to the Section 232 duties imposed on any aluminum or 
steel article. For more information on quotas, visit U.S. Customs & Border Protection  

On June 20, 2018: Department of Commerce announced it had begun granting product exclusion 
requests. 

August 29, 2018 Presidential Proclamations: Allows Commerce to provide targeted relief from quotas 
on steel from South Korea, Argentina, and Brazil, and aluminum from Argentina. Companies can apply 
for product exclusions based on insufficient quantity or quality available from U.S. steel or aluminum 
producers. Extends retroactive relief for all granted product exclusion requests back to the date of filing. 

Department of Commerce Press Release 
Aug. 29, 2018 Presidential Proclamation - Steel 
Aug. 29, 2018 Presidential Proclamation - Aluminum 

September 9, 2018: The BIS published an interim final rule (IFR) on Revisions to Requirements for 
Submissions of Exclusion Requests and Objections to Submitted Requests for Steel and Aluminum in the 
Federal Register.  

 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/03/15/2018-05477/adjusting-imports-of-aluminum-into-the-united-states
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2018-05477/p-12
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/03/15/2018-05478/adjusting-imports-of-steel-into-the-united-states
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2018-05478/p-13
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/03/28/2018-06425/adjusting-imports-of-steel-into-the-united-states
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/03/28/2018-06420/adjusting-imports-of-aluminum-into-the-united-states
http://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2018/march/joint-statement-united-states-trade
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-proclamation-adjusting-imports-steel-united-states-3/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-proclamation-adjusting-imports-aluminum-united-states-3/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-section-232-tariff-modifications/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-proclamation-adjusting-imports-steel-united-states-4/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/06/05/2018-12140/adjusting-imports-of-steel-into-the-united-states
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-proclamation-adjusting-imports-aluminum-united-states-4/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/06/05/2018-12137/adjusting-imports-of-aluminum-into-the-united-states
https://www.mema.org/mema-responds-trump-administration-announcement-steel-and-aluminum-tariffs-canada-european-union-and
https://www.cbp.gov/trade/remedies/232-tariffs-aluminum-and-steel
https://www.commerce.gov/news/press-releases/2018/06/department-commerce-grants-first-product-exclusion-requests-section-232
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-proclamation-adjusting-imports-steel-united-states-6/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-proclamation-adjusting-imports-aluminum-united-states-5/
https://www.commerce.gov/news/press-releases/2018/08/president-trump-signs-proclamation-allowing-steel-and-aluminum-product
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-proclamation-adjusting-imports-steel-united-states-6/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-proclamation-adjusting-imports-aluminum-united-states-5/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/09/11/2018-19662/revisions-to-requirements-for-submissions-of-exclusion-requests-and-objections-to-submitted-requests

